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email. StevenBrown@listenhear.co.uk
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	Current roles and positions -


	

	Listen Hear Sound Projects 

Sound Designer, Artist, Consultant
	Head of Sound

The Royal Exchange Theatre Company

	PO Box 271,  

Brighton,

East Sussex BN50 9WZ,

United Kingdom


	St, Ann’s Square

Manchester M2 7DH

United Kingdom

	Head of The Sound Design Working Group

Organisation Internationale des Scénographes, Techniciens et Architectes de Théâtre

	Suite A, 2F, 

No.7, Sec.2, Renai Road

Taipei 10055 

Taiwan

	

	Sound Design Curator

The Prague Quadrennial 2011
	Committee Member

The Society of British Theatre Designers

	c/o Arts Institute - Theatre Institute
Celetna 17
110 00 Prague 1
Czech Republic

	Fourth Floor, 55 Farringdon Road

London EC1M 3JB,

United Kingdom


	Awards

Honorary Fellowship

Rose Bruford College

Sidcup

Kent


	Forthcoming Publications

Contributor to

Sound: A Reader in Theatre Practice
Palgrave Macmillan 

ISBN-10: 0230551882 (Published Sept 2009)
Theatre Buildings – ‘A Design Guide'
ABTT (Published Autumn 2009)



1986 - Present

Listen Hear Sound Projects 

I have been involved in many high profile projects, the most recent include – Sound Designs for Madre Coraggio e I suoi figli by Bertholt Brecht at the Teatro Strehler, Piccolo Teatro di Milano and Nathan the Wise and Turandot at Hampstead Theatre.  

I was commissioned to undertake a Soundscape composition for ‘Why Won’t You Tell Me?’ a collaboration Steam Control presented at The X08 Festival at the British Film Institutes National Film Theatre, London which was also shown at The Sassoon Gallery, London. 

Other recent commissions include; Soundscape composition for The Listening Shell an installation by designer Dody Nash at The Victoria and Albert Museum, London and as Curator for the Sound Design Exhibit which formed part of ‘Collaborators: UK Design for Performance’ – showcasing the work of contemporary British theatre designers, Victoria & Albert Museum London, 20th November 2007 – 31st August 2008.
My Soundscape and audio ecology work has been exhibited at The Sonar Festival, Barcelona and Museum De Paviljoens, Centre for Contemporary Art in Almere.
As a consultant I have worked on a number of feasibility studies for performing arts spaces and offered technical and artistic advice for several multimedia projects including Mindgames, a multi discipline project in Brighton, and an education project which culminated in a ‘Sound Posts’ installation for Hampshire County Council.
1995 - Present

Head of Sound 

Royal Exchange Theatre Company, Manchester 
I have over eighty five sound design credits for this company which include –

Antigone, Henry V 2007 Manchester Evening News Best Design award winner, Cyrano de Bergerac, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Mirandolina, The Flags, Knives in Hens, Playboy of the Western World, Twelfth Night, The Seagull, the world premiere of Brad Fraser’s Cold Meat Party, Othello, Uncle Vanya, the European premiere of Les Blancs by Lorraine Hansberry, Taming of the Shrew, Snake in Fridge 2001 Manchester Evening News Best Design award winner, Ghosts, Bats, Peer Gynt, Hindle Wakes Animal Crackers UK tour and the Barbican Centre BITE season, west end, An Experiment with an Air-Pump Manchester Evening News best design award winner, Much Ado About Nothing, The Road to Mecca, Lady Windermere’s Fan also UK tour and west end.

I manage a department of four and have overall responsibility for all artistic and technical matters, production and running budgets, purchasing, health and safety and training with respect to all sound requirements of the theatre. I have a responsibility to ensure the very highest artistic and technical standards, demanded by the artistic directorate, are maintained
Since June 2008

Head of the Sound Design Working Group

Organisation Internationale des Scénographes, Techniciens et Architectes de Théâtre

As elected Head of this working group I have the responsibility of ensuring that sound design, designers and artists are properly represented within the organisation. I am expected to forge international relationships with the view of maintaining, encouraging and enabling a global exchange of ideas, whilst offering opportunities for skill and knowledge sharing amongst its members. The Sound Design Working Group is part of the OISTAT Scenography Commission. I was Associate Head from 2004 to 2008.
March 2008 – July 2011 (fixed term)

Sound Design Curator

The Prague Quadrennial 2011

The Prague Quadrennial is the largest exhibition of theatre, performing arts design and architecture in the world. I have been recruited to ensure that sound design becomes an important part of this international exhibition with the view of leaving a legacy for its inclusion and development in the future. I am expected to curate and commission artists whilst ensuring that the event continues to offer and reflect the very best examples of global theatre design and architecture.
September 2006 - Present
Committee Member

The Society of British Theatre Designers

My role is to represent the interests of UK based sound designers on this committee.

Other work has included -
January 2004 – July 2007 (fixed term)

Sound Design Project Head

Scenofest at the Prague Quadrennial 2007
I was responsible for conceiving and organising a wide variety of events and projects whilst leading an international team of sound practitioners in order to realise these. Amongst the events I conceived were Laptop Connections, a real time, global link up. This live performance enabled sound artists to compose, improvise and create a live soundscape composition, the performers were distributed around seven different countries. I also designed The PQ Sound Park an interactive, non technical, sonic environment. I organised around 30 other events, workshops and lectures for the ten day event whilst increasing the amount of sound designers attending, from around the world, by 75%. I attracted around £200,000 in industry sponsorship from companies such as Yamaha, d&b Audiotechnik and O2 Telecommunications. 
I also contributed to conceiving the overall themes and ideas for the whole of Scenofest.
Sound design and re-design credits for the Royal National Theatre include –

Leave Taking (UK tour, Cottesloe Theatre), Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (original sound design by Scott Myers). Sound engineer for many productions in the Olivier, Lyttelton and Cottesloe Theatres including - the European tour and London run of the multi award winning Sweeney Todd, the world premiere of Tom Stoppards Arcadia and the record breaking Wind in the Willows.

Sound design credits for the Royal Shakespeare Company include –

Richard III (Stratford, UK tour, Tokyo, Rotterdam, directed by Sam Mendes), Glorianas Garden (UK tour), The Blue Angel (UK tour, west end directed by Trevor Nunn), Measure for Measure (UK tour, west end directed by Trevor Nunn), The Taming of the Shrew (UK tour, Tokyo), Romeo and Juliet (UK tour). Sound engineer for numerous RSC productions including - Macbeth, A Midsummer Nights Dream and The Beaux Stratagem.

Selected lecturing and education projects include -

External Validator -
MA Theatre Design, Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.
Student Assessor
BA Theatre Design, Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.
Selected Presentations, masterclasses and lectures -
Scenofest 2003 - Prague, Czech Republic (Also Scenofest Stage Sound Designer)
2006 - United States Institute for Theatre Technology - Louisville, Kentucky, USA
2000 - 2008 – Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts, UK
2008 - VPT Conference, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
2008 - Rose Bruford College – Sidcup, Kent, UK
2008 - Yale University – New Haven, Connecticut, USA
2008 - Purdue University – West Lafayette, Indiana, USA
2008 - United States Institute for Theatre Technology – Houston, Texas, USA

2009 - The Institute of Intermedia – Prague, Czech Republic

2009 - Professional Lighting and Sound Association – Leeds, UK

